
AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION
Amendments to the Constitution of the California

Medical Association are required to lie on the table
for one year before being voted upon. Seven pro-
posed amendments to the Constitution were intro-
duced in the 1961 House of Delegates. Under the
terms of the Constitution, these were subject to
review by the Reference Committee in the 1961
House of Delegates and will also be reviewed by
Reference Committee No. 4 in the 1962 House
before being voted upon in that session.

In some instances the Reference Committee sug-
gested that proposed amendments to the By-Laws,
which need lie on the table only twenty-four hours,
also be deferred until 1962 because of their associ-
ation with constitutional amendments on the same
subject. In the section on By-Law Amendments
following this section, such deferral will be noted.
The following Amendments to the Constitution

were offered in 1961, all of them placed on the table
for definitive action in 1962.

I I

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT No. 1

Author: Samuel R. Shernan.
Representing: The Council.

Resolved: That Article I, Section 5, of the Con-
stitution of the California Medical Association shall
be amended, by adding a new sentence at the end
of the present section reading as follows:

"Notwithstanding the foregoing, one charter may
be issued to a component society that is not lim-
ited as to geographical area or which overlaps the
area covered by one or more existing component
societies.";
and be it further

Resolved: That Article II, Part B, Section 10,
be amended by deleting the word "ten" in the first
sentence of the section and substituting therefor
the word "eleven" and by adding at the foot of
the section the following language: "District No.
11, comprising such areas as may be encompassed
by a component society chartered in accordance
with the terms of Article I, Section 5, of this Con-
stitution, relating to the issuance of charters in ex-
cess of one in any county."

I t I

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT No. 2

Author: Samuel R. Sherman.
Representing: The Council.
Resolved: That Article III, Part B, Section 10,

of the Constitution of the C.M.A. shall be amended

by adding the following sentence as a separate sub-
paragraph of said section:

"District No. 11, consisting of any society which
is not limited as to geographical area, or the area
of which overlaps the area covered by one or more
existing component societies; such society and its
members shall not be considered to be members of
any other councilor district."
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT No. 3

Author: James MacLaggan.
Representing: San Diego County.
Resolved: That Article III, Section 2, of the

Constitution, which now reads:
"As the By-Laws shall provide, each component

society shall be entitled to proportionate representa-
tion in the House of Delegates but with a minimum
of two delegates."
is hereby amended to read as follows:
"As the By-Laws shall provide, each component

society shall be entitled to proportionate represen-
tation in the House of Delegates but with a mini-
mum of one delegate."

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT No. 4

Author: Los Angeles delegation.

WHEREAS, the alternate delegates are duly elected
representatives of the physicians in their districts;
and
WHEREAS, the wishes of the physicians in a dis-

trict will be best represented by a vote of all of their
elected representatives; now, therefore, be it

Resolved: That the Constitution of the Califor-
nia Medical Association be amended as follows:*

ARTICLE III-Government of the Association
Part A-House of Delegates

Section 1-Composition. (b) Alternate Delegates
elected by members of component societies and
seated in the place of absent delegates. Present (b),
(c) and (d) to be changed to (c), (d) and (e).

Section 2-Representation. As the By-Laws shall
provide, each component society shall be entitled to
proportionate representation in the House of Dele-
gates but with a minimum of two delegates or Alter-
nate Delegates.

Section 3-(Alternates) Alternate Delegates. (Al-
ternates) Alternate Delegates shall be elected, as

Language deleted shown in parentheses; new language shown in
italics.
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specified in the By-Laws, in the same manner as
delegates are elected. One Alternate Delegate shall
be seated in place of each delegate absent or dis-
qualified for failure to attend meetings or other
cause.

Section 4-Terms of Delegates and (Alternates)
Alternate Delegates. Delegates and (alternates) Al-
ternate Delegates shall serve for two or three years
as each component society may determine. One-half
or one-third, as the case may be, of the allowed num-
ber shall be elected each year.

Section 5-Quorum. A majority of the authorized
number of delegates or alternate delegates seated in
their places shall constitute a quorum.

Section 11 Election of Councilors. District coun-
cilors shall be elected by vote of the delegates and
Alternate Delegates from each district in the manner
and at the time specified in the by-laws; provided,
however, that at the first meeting of the House of
Delegates after a district councilor has been selected,
his name shall be submitted to the House by the
Chairman of the Delegation from the district, and
(1) if there is no challenge by any delegate or Al-
ternate Delegate seated in place of a delegate then
the speaker shall declare his election completed, and
(2) if any delegate or Alternate Delegate seated in
place of a delegate shall challenge the election on
any ground, including fitness of the nominee of the
district to serve as a district councilor, the questions
presented by the challenge shall be submitted to a
Qualifications Committee consisting of the president,
president-elect and one delegate, appointed by the
speaker, from the councilor district involved. The
Qualifications Committee shall consider all grounds
upon which the nominee is challenged and report
back to the House. If the committee reports in favor
of confirming the nominee's election, the speaker
shall declare him elected. If the committee reports
against confirming the nominee's election, a three.
fourths affirmative vote shall be necessary to sustain
the report of the committee, in which event the nom-
inee shall be ineligible to serve as the district coun-
cilor and the delegates and Alternate Delegates from
the district shall immediately proceed to the selec-
tion of another nominee for the vacant office. If an
adverse report of the Qualifications Committee is
not sustained then the nominee shall be declared
elected by the speaker.

* f t

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT No. 5

Author: Alameda-Contra Costa delegation.

WHEREAS, under the present Constitution of the
California Medical Association, Associate Members
are not eligible for leave of absence for either illness
or postgraduate study; and

WHEREAS, the financial burden is as great on an
Associate Member as on an Active Member under
these circumstances; now, therefore, be it

Resolved: That Article IV, Section 3 of the
C.M.A. Constitution be amended to read: "The
Council, on recommendation of a component soci-
ety, may grant leaves of absence to active and asso-
ciate members who are seriously ill, etc...."

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT No. 6

Author: Jerome Klingbeil.
Representing: Los Angeles County (Long Beach).

WHEREAS, a more even and democratic balance
must prevail in the California Medical Association
and that no county society should have the potential
to exceed 50 per cent of the state association mem-
bership; and
WHEREAS, when a county medical society encom-

passes such territory and has a membership larger
than a great majority of state medical associations,
they cannot properly represent or govern their
highly dispersed area groups with widely divergent
economic, social, and public relations problems;
and
WHEREAS, in such large unwieldy societies effec-

tive communication between the governing officers
and the members represented is often inadequate
and occasionally nonexistent; and
WHEREAS, the strength of organized medicine is

most effective when broad participation of the med-
ical profession at a local level is implemented; and
WHEREAS, in large county societies inequities

tend to arise in outlying component districts in re-
gard to insurance, legal matters, fees and available
facilities; and
WHEREAS, in such large county societies, prob-

lems of the peripheral area groups regardless of
acuteness or degree of local need often must be
ignored or deferred to the routine mechanics of
day-to-day business application; and
WHEREAS, precedence for district autonomy

within a geographic county area has been estab-
lished elsewhere; and
WHEREAS, there is no mechanism existing in the

present Constitution and By-Laws of the C.M.A. to
allow large district components of county societies
to become direct component parts of the C.M.A.;
now, therefore, be it
Resolved: That the California Medical Associa-

tion initiate changes in its Constitution and By-
Laws which will permit any established district of
a county society to withdraw from that county soci-
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ety and become a direct component part of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association; and be it further
Resolved: That the California Medical Associa-

tion amend its Constitution and By-Laws as follows:
A. ARTICLE I, Section 4-Definition of Component

Societies

Component societies include all county medical
societies (which may cover one or more counties)
or any established component district of at least 300
members of a county society which has exercised
option to withdraw from that county society and set
up a separate component society, heretofore or here-
after, chartered by this Association.
B. ARTICLE I, SECTION 5-Component Society Charters
Charters to component societies may be granted

and revoked as hereinafter prescribed, subject to
the limitation that only one charter may be out-
standing at any one time in any county except
where an established component district of at least
300 members of a county society has elected to be a
separate component society.

C. ARTICLE III, SECTION 7 (a) -Issuance and Revocation
of Charters

The House of Delegates shall issue charters to
medical societies of any county, any component so-
ciety of at least 300 members which has exercised
its option to become autonomous or to any group of
counties deemed eligible which have made proper
application therefor.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT No. 7

Author: Ian Macdonald.
Representing: Los Angeles County.

Resolved: That Article III, Part A, Section 3 of
the Constitution of the California Medical Associa-
tion shall be amended to read as follows:

"Section 3-Alternate Delegates. Alternate dele-
gates shall be elected as specified in the By-Laws in
the same manner as delegates are elected; one alter-
nate delegate shall be elected for each two delegates
of a component society, and alternate delegates shall
be seated in place of any delegate absent, or disqual-
ified for failure to attend meetings, or other cause."

BY-LAW AMENDMENTS

Several proposed amendments to the By-Laws
introduced in the 1961 House of Delegates were,
on recommendation of the Reference Committee and
vote of the House, deferred for consideration until
1962. These are shown here as introduced in 1961
and as identified, numerically, in the 1961 meeting.
The Reference Committee also suggested that a

special committee be established, to review all such
deferred amendments. This committee, which has
been established by the Council, will review all
amendments to the Constitution and the By-Laws
which relate to the structure of the Association.
Where a By-Law amendment has been referred to
this special committee, this referral is noted at the
foot of the amendment.
Shown below are all amendments to the By-Laws

introduced in 1961 and deferred for action in 1962.

BY-LAW AMENDMENT No. 1

Author: Samuel R. Sherman.
Representing: The Council.

Resolved: That Chapter II, Section 3(b) of the
By-Laws of the California Medical Association shall
be amended by inserting after the second sentence
of said Section 3(b) a new sentence to read as
follows:
"A physiciain and surgeon licensed by the State

Board of Osteopathic Examiners on or before Sep-

tember 30, 1962, who holds a degree of Doctor of
Medicine issued to him by the College of Osteopathic
Physicians and Surgeons (or its successor), and
whose license to practice medicine and surgery is
unrevoked and unsuspended, is eligible for election
to active membership in a component society. How-
ever, in the event that a charter is outstanding to a
state-wide component society, none of such persons
shall be permitted to join any component society
other than the state-wide component society, without
the express consent of such state-wide society."

ACTION: Deferred for action until 1962 in con-
junction with Constitutional Amendments No. 1 and
No. 2.

BY-LAW AMENDMENT No. 6

Author: James MacLaggan.
Representing: San Diego County.

Resolved: That the membership of the House of
Delegates of the California Medical Association be
computed on the basis of one Delegate for each
component society plus one Delegate for each 75
active members or major fraction thereof and that
an automatic review of the size of the House of
Delegates shall be made every six years by the
Council of the California Medical Association and
that to accomplish this, Chapter V, Section; 2, of
the By-Laws which now reads:
"Commencing with the 1952 regular session of

the House of Delegates, each component society
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